2407 Elendil Lane 
Davis, CA 95616 
February 12, 1991 


Dear Michael, 


It's been so long since we've had much occasion to be in 
touch. I'm finally pretty settled in Davis and starting to get 
back to some kind of work. And I'm thinking about when I could 
come to England next - I need by British "fix"! Gordon told me 
he's planning to be there in July, and it would sure be nice to 
overlap with him. Will you be around in July? 


The news about my book manuscript is mixed. MIT said they 
didn't want it because it wouldn't have a big enough audience. 
For Princeton Tim sent a wonderful report, praising the 
manuscript outrageously and folling with nine single space pages 
of some of the most accute comments I've ever received on a piece 
of my work. A second referee was much more cautions, saying it 
was a good draft but needed at least another summer's work, and 
adding that another couple of years to completely rethink the 
material would be good. This reviewer also gave me good comments, 
but certainly not food for thought for another two years! 
However, that comment has really slowed Princeton Press. I still 
don't have a final word from them - their editorial board meets 
Feb 22. They might accept it, although my impression is that 
they will recommend resubmitting the manuscript with no 
commitment on their part. Finally, there is Oxford U. Press. In 
December I got a letter from Angela quoting excerpts from a short 
but extremely positive review. But then in January she got a 
second, and extremely negative review. This person only made two 
specific comments, one of which is perhaps worth addressing ina 
few paragraphs, and the other resulting from his having 
completely misread a passage (he/she criticises me for citing 
black holes and holes in the negative emergy sea as superplus 
structure, when I cited them as PUTATIVE surplus structure which 
turn out not at all to be surplus!) More generally, this reader 
make it clear that he/she has no sue for this kind of book. The 
upshot is that Angela is willing to get a third referee, but only 
if Princeton does not want the book. 


I'm going over the manuscript right now in a seminar I'm 
teaching, and finding that there is indeed a gread deal I can do 
to further clarify and strengthen the lines of argument. There 
is very much a hard summer's work to be done on it, and doing a 
substantial part while I'm in England and having a chance to talk 
to all of you would, yet once again, be wonderful for my work. 


I'd love to hear what you've been up to, and how all of you 
have been. Do let me Know when you will be around - I'd love to 
see all of you this summer. 
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